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From the President’s Desk

Have you checked out the movie, The Grand Budapest Hotel?  You 

might want to.  Catherine and I saw it recently and enjoyed it.  It made us laugh.  

Regarding GAC activities, we are getting geared up for the international soccer 

tournament, which is on Sunday, March 15, 10:00 – 5:00 at USC Upstate soccer 

fi elds. Hopefully there will be nice weather and a large crowd.   

Dirk

Upcoming 2015 Events

March 15th, 2015

(Sunday, 10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.) 

International Soccer Tournament  

@ USC-Upstate

As usual, we will sell bratwurst and 

beverages on site, so please bring 

your family and friends!

Please remember to pay your GAC 2015 dues if you 

haven’t already done so!  You should have received an 

invoice via email.  All you have to do is send a check for 

the appropriate amount to:

GERMAN  AMERICAN  CLUB  OF  THE  CAROLINAS

P.O. BOX 1734 

SPARTANBURG, S.C. 29304

April 10, 2015

(Friday, 6:00 p.m.) 

Stammtisch

Stammtisch will not be on April 3, which is Good 
Friday.  We will have Stammtisch on April 10.  
Location to be announced.

Come enjoy our monthly club 

get-together and even practice 

speaking German or English!

IF YOU KNOW OF GAC MEMBER NEWS . . .

Please contact us so we can announce it in our newsletter.



Peterwagen

In Germany, you might recognize a cop car by the large green or blue stripe that stretches around the vehicle. It might seem like a 

police car is called a Streifenwagen (“stripe-car”) because of this, but the German word Streife also means “patrol”. But in Ham-

burg, police cars go by a different name: Peterwagen, which means “Peter-car.”  But who is Peter?

After World War II, the city of Hamburg was under control of the British Forces Germany. In 1946, the British administration decided 

that Hamburg would be equipped with new radio patrol cars. These cars contained radios that allowed police offi cers to communi-

cate with one another - a new type of technology for the police force. These cars were therefore called Radiowagen (“radio cars”).

As the story goes, the German word Peterwagen arose from an encounter between a German government worker and a British of-

fi cer in 1946. The offi cer did not understand the word Radiowagen, so the German explained, “Radiowagen - it’s like a patrol car!” 

Due to the government worker’s German accent, the British offi cer did not understand him correctly, and asked him to spell out 

“patrol car.” The German man explained that it starts with “P - like Peter”, and the British offi cer wrote Peterwagen in his documents. 

Ever since, Hamburg residents have used the word Peterwagen to describe a Radiowagen.

Although many Germans might know what a Peterwagen is, this term is used primarily in Hamburg. In other places, a police car is 

usually referred to as a Funkstreifenwagen or Streifenwagen.

By Nicole Glass, Editor of the Week in Germany

Source:  The Week in Germany.  12 March 2015 Web.  6 March 2015. 

<http://www.germany.info/Vertretung/usa/en/__pr/GIC/TWIG__WoW/2015/09-Peterwagen.html>
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Don’t forget to follow GAC on and to get all the recent updates!      

(German American Club 

of the Carolinas)
(GACCarolinas)

Event in Review: 

Piano Battle

WEB ADDRESSES OF INTEREST:

www.ard.de (click on “ARD mediathek” for archived German language shows)

www.zdf.de (click on “ZDFmediathek” for archived German language shows)

www.dw.de (click on http://www.dw.de/media-center/live-tv/s-100825 to go to Deutsche Welle’s live TV)

www.faz.de (Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung)

www.spiegel.de (Der Spiegel)

We had a great turnout at the Piano Battle concert at USC Upstate on February 12th.  

Everyone who attended thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and the GAC was proud to be able to 

provide tickets to our members.  In case you don’t know anything about Piano Battle, here is 

what you missed:

“The brainchild of internationally accomplished pianists Andreas Kern and Paul Cibis, the PIANO 

BATTLE sees the duo go head-to-head on stage, charming and enchanting the audience with a 

variety of classical pieces. The two artists, with distinctly different performance styles, take turns to 

perform pieces by composers such as Chopin, Liszt and Debussy. They will even improvise based on 

the tunes you request.

A competition wouldn’t be a competition without a jury but here – You will be the judge. All mem-

bers of the audience are invited to vote on the pianists performances and eventually decide who 

the winner is. And this might not be the limit of your participation …”
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Please let us know if you would like to 

advertise in any of the available space 

on this page of our newsletter!

Please let us know if you would like to 

advertise in any of the available space 

on this page of our newsletter!
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